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“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  

1 Peter 1:6-7 
 

Wilderness: Expectation 
● A Dry Season 
● Loneliness 
● Despair 
● Anger 
● “Where Are You, God?” 
● Punishment 
● Forgotten 
● Abandonment 

Wilderness: God’s Intention 

● A Burning-Bush Experience 
● An Encounter With God Almighty 
● Fellowship With Christ In His 

Suffering 
● A Greater Understanding Of God’s 

Presence in Your Life 
● A Closeness You’ve Never Before 

Known 
● The Chance To Cling To God Without 

 
 



 

 
 

Distractions. 

The Man Of Sorrows 

 
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely He took on 
our infirmities and carried our sorrows; yet we considered Him stricken by God, struck down 
and afflicted. Isaiah 53:3-4 
 
John 1:10-11 
He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize 
Him. 
He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 
 
Psalm 22:6-7 
But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. 
All who see me mock me; they sneer and shake their heads: 
 
Our Comfort  
 
Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 

Our Example 

Luke 9:23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 

but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 

A Portrait Of Parenthood 

“Newborn Christians get to experience this beautiful communion with God where He makes 

Himself available at every turn. But then as we grow, God often leads us into a wilderness, or, 

like Job, he allows us to be tested, sometimes past our limits, so the only place we have left to 
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https://biblehub.com/john/1-10.htm
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look is up.”  

 
3 



 

 
 

 

“Suffering is wanting what you don’t have or having what you don’t want… If 
you do not want to suffer you must be sure never to love anything or anybody!” 

-Elisabeth Elliot 

There Are 3 MAJOR Reasons For A Wilderness Season 

1. Sin 

‘A wilful attempt to carry out your own will against the very mandates of God.’  

 

Scriptural Example: David & Bathsheba.  

Symptoms: Avoiding prayer, Church attendance, and Bible reading; a rebellious spirit towards 
the things of God and a disdain toward accountability and wise counsel.  

Outcome: Death (to your relationships, morals, communication with God, and sometimes to 
yourself and others.) 

Solution: Repentance.  

*There may be times that our suffering is caused not by our own sin, but the sin of those around 
us. Uriah is the perfect example. His death was a direct result of David’s sin, not his own.   
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2. Sabotage 

‘A coordinated attack against you on purpose with the intent to disarm, discourage, and 
discredit you.’ 

 

“Satan is a full time accuser. He does it “day and night,” the Bible says (Revelation 12:10). 
Instead of convicting you for the purpose of restoration, as God’s Spirit does, he condemns you 
for the purpose of destroying and humiliating.” -Priscilla Shirer 

Scriptural Example: Job 

Symptoms: A loss of passion for the Word, guilt-laden condemnation, lies (that you will 
believe) aimed to demoralize* you. (* demoralize is a military term meaning: to cause to turn aside or 
away from what is good or true or morally right : to corrupt the morals of | to weaken the morale of : 
DISCOURAGE, DISPIRIT | to upset or destroy the normal functioning of | to throw into disorder. 
Merriam-Webster) 

Outcome: Despair, hopelessness, depression, destruction 

Solution: Put on the whole Armor of God and wage war on your knees in prayer and in the 
Spirit!  

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes 12 For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
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realms.  18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit... 

3. Sanctification 

The process in which God allows circumstances into our lives which can only be faced with 
Him and through Him, with the purpose of purifying the believer and bringing them to a 

deeper understanding of Himself. 

Scriptural Example: Moses, and the people of Israel in the Wilderness 

 

Symptoms: (Depend on our Outlook) 

1. Frustration, guilt, impatience 

Or 

2. Faith, Trust, and an expectation that God is about to bring us into a deeper knowledge of 
Himself.  

Outcome: Spiritual Growth, Maturity, and a Closer Relationship with God*  

*(The outcome can be delayed or expedited depending on our response) 

3. Response: Surrender to God’s Will in Faith and Wait on the Lord! 

“You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the 
wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what 

was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.” 
Deuteronomy 8:2 

 
6 



 

 
 

  

 
7 



 

 
 

 

 

Rain is scarce in the wilderness, but Jesus is our Living Water and one worth seeking with 
all of our heart. If the clouds aren’t coming, pick up a shovel, and start digging. From 
the depths of your heart, the wells of your Soul, cry out to the Author and Giver of Life, 

that He may open up the floodgates and bring nourishment to your soul. He IS able!  
 

Sometimes it comes down to just having “an attitude of gratitude.” When we remember the 
ways God has blessed us in the past and how he continues to bless us, we are more prone to give 
Him praise rather than grumbling!  

Remember: 
● We serve a God that is deeply acquainted with grief and suffering, and able to relate to 

you where you are.  
● God uses times of trial for our purification and to conform us to the image of His Son 
● We have a real enemy whose intent is to cause us to lay down our arms and surrender. He 

is a liar and a cheater, but God is still able to work out his evil for our ultimate good! 
● Our trials are TEMPORARY and not to be compared to the GLORY that lies ahead for 

all those who run their race with patience.  

Romans 8:28 
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose.  
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